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Our Launch Film: ‘Skye – The Movie!’
A whole year of film highlights to the best Scottish music!
The Isle of Skye in the Inner Hebrides is an awe inspiring jewel, full of life, history and mystery.

With this film you can visit as often as you wish and at the same time listen to a perfect combination of her finest music.  Come, the boat to Skye is waiting!

Chapters (DVD includes menu page for convenient selective viewing!)

1.  HIGHLAND FESTIVALS.  The majestic Highland Piping Festival & Highland Games!

2.  ANIMAL & PLANT KINGDOMS.  Up close and personal with dolphins, eagles, 

     seals, plus our splendid castle gardens and the wild open countryside.

3.  WATER WORLD.  Dramatic footage from the deck of our own vintage

     sailing boat, waterfalls, seascapes and beaches.

4.  ISLAND PEOPLE.  Meet the real folk of Skye at work and play in some

     stunning locations. 

5.  HISTORIC SITES.  Ancient and mysterious remains of past cultures

     and of course, Skye’s fantastic castles of the MacLeods and MacDonalds.

6.  THE LAND.  World famous, highly scenic terrain shot from all angles 

     throughout the four seasons designed to take your breath away.

7.  THE PLANETS.  A host of planetary phenomena crowned by the awesome FULL SOLAR ECLIPSE!
*************
Like most people who have been to Skye, I adore the environment and have been a regular visitor since the mid-eighties, I moved here in early 2003 and have been filming her amazing changing scenery, and recently I decided it would make a good product.   I wanted to get to the roots of the island's experience from a purely human viewpoint. Other videos lack the grounding of the true to life ‘folk’ experience and cannot take more two or three viewings, neither can they satisfy the needs of a wider and younger audience. I am hoping for an entirely ‘people’s film’ which includes as much of the rich and varied aspects of the island’s past and present, traditional and modern ways, as possible.

Being multi-facetted, the film can be perhaps compared to Ron Fricke’s 'Baraka' which is described as a non-narrative visual journal. ‘Skye – The Movie!’ highlights the beauty and interconnectedness of the world with Skye itself as the microcosm.

From the observed detail in a human face, moving through the aspects of human activity and natural occurrences, all the way to the majestic solar eclipse, the film encapsulates the breadth of creation as it is.
The fifty minute film shot during the whole of 2003 and part of 2004 includes a full three minutes of May's SOLAR ECLIPSE (from N. Trotternish); the lunar eclipse; dolphins; seals; eagles; the Highland Games; the Piping Festival; sunsets and rises; rainbows; historic buildings and ancient sites; the land and seascapes etc. using detailed close ups, panoramas, zooms, portraits, silhouettes, artistic angles and effects. Ratio of footage recorded to that actually used is about 50:1. Colleague and professional film maker Robert Leach of London has generously contributed some recent footage too.  The film is split into seven themes, linked by spoken Gaelic poetry in place of narration, letting the footage and the music create the story itself for the viewer in a flowing montage.  This manner of film making can also be compared to Brain Eno’s famous ‘video paintings’ whereby the film need not be ‘stared at’ but can also create a subtle ‘background’ to any home atmosphere, the quality of music and the links between tracks and sections is thus very important.  I have attempted to match musical styles to the scenery (enhanced with subtle effects) and a ‘scene selection’ menu will be available at the start of the DVD film, widening the viewing choice to suit moods. 

By way of music I have gathered a broad range of styles which revolve around the traditional, of course.  Local music comes in many flavours and this is something that has not yet been demonstrated in either film or in any one particularly focussed event.  The National Centre of Excellence in Traditional Music have specially commissioned some music which will form the foundation of the musical theme.  Further selected tracks by the Centre as well Phil Cunningham, Capercaille, Peatbog Faeries, Hoogie, Gael Warning, Neil Anderson, Blair Douglas, Cliar, Runrig, Donnie Munro are being used, Anne Martin recites early Gaelic poetry. See Music Inventory. Of course, the music isn't essentially from Skye, but it complements the visual footage enough and there is no need to be too exclusive on this point.  The music is wholly supportive and an essential part of the whole audio-visual experience.  The dynamic visual footage, when put to the best local music is a completely satisfying and even moving experience.  
Moodi Drury.  Skye, 2004

More film and audio products are to be released in the coming months.
The internet site is available www.scottishfilms.co.uk which houses film and audio clips, photographs, information and online ordering.  A full inventory of each scene will also be published for those wishing to gain geographical knowledge of the content.

Glass mastering by Clipstore. Production by Fairplay / Docdata  All in UK.
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